: Scientists are enlisting our canine companions into
. the quest for the fountain of youth. 8y Mara Bovsun

he whirled, she pranced, she sparkled like a
debutante at her first cotillion.

There was no question that this Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier—Ch. Lontree Laced Kid
Glove (Lovey)-was the darling of the 2006
Montgomery County Kennel Club Terrier
Show. In a tough 40-dog Best of Breed, Lovey won an
Award of Merit, an invitation to Crufts, and the hearts of
everyone there.

To the casual observer the only hint that this entrant
was not like the others came when owner-handler Willie
Rueda tried to catch her attention.
¢ “Icalled her name louder than I would for a younger
: dog,” he said. “The judge kind of looked back, and 1
+ said, ‘Sorry, she can’t hear very well.’ ”

So maybe she’s a touch hard of hearing, but at 14, the
canine equivalent of a centenarian, what can you
expect? Lovey showed those whippersnappers a thing or
two, even though she was old enough, many times over,
to be the great-grandma of the other dogs in the ring. In
fact, she was the great-grandma of another one of the
Award of Merit winners.
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“I really thought she was going to poop out, but she
fed off of the applause, the cheers,” says Rueda. “There
were like three or four cuts. Every time she came back
stronger.”

Aged to Perfection
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That day at Montgomery, Lovey joined a small, select :

group of dogs who, despite any other achievements,
amaze us simply because they’ve lived so long. Some
have made headlines celebrating birthdays that would, if :
they were human, have them blowing out 150 or more
candles-20, 22 years old, with a few reports of dogs,
hale, hearty, still chasing sheep or rabbits, as they near
the three-decade mark.

The reality is, however, that most dogs will be with us :

for only about a decade, and some half as long.

Heartbreakmg it is, but people cope with it, even make :
light of it. One greeting card, for example, shows the face :

of an Airedale. “You're how old? What’s that in dog

years?” reads the outside. And inside: “Oh, never mind.” :

While the quest for a human fountain of youth
stretches back to antiquity, there has been scant sc:ennﬁc
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